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During his recent pilgrimage to the Holy Land, Pope Francis 
issued a remarkable invitation to Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas and Israeli President Shimon Peres to join him in 
an encounter of prayer in the Vatican.  Ahead of this historic 
meeting, which takes place on Sunday 8 June, David Neuhaus 
SJ reflects on the ecumenical, interreligious, political and 
pastoral dimensions of the pope’s presence in the Holy Land. 
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Pointing to the interreligious possibilities 
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Pointing to the political possibilities 
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Pointing to the possibilities for Christian witness 
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