‘The music beneath the noise’
Christine Allen
The Papal visit provided an opportunity for representatives of
different faiths to gather together and share their experiences
of engaging with civil society. Christine Allen of Progressio
spoke to members of many faith traditions and found much to
celebrate in their common achievements and struggles, a
celebration that was affirmed by Pope Benedict’s words to the
group.
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The Pope then joined us to welcome and address the
group, articulating his great respect for everyone and
their beliefs. He called on all people of faith to
continue to work to build bridges between faiths and
talked of the need to ‘right past wrongs and forge
relationships between communities’. He reminded us
that there are specific challenges and opportunities
here in the UK that faiths have faced and continue to
face, and called on all of us to continue to work
together for a world marked by peace and justice.
The Chief Rabbi also offered his greetings to the
Pope. His eloquent words and voice lifted the room
and he spoke straight to our hearts. Despite his
tiredness, it was clear that the Pope was genuinely
moved by the experience. Dr Sacks said, ‘in a land
where once battles were fought in the name of faith,

...now we share friendship across faiths. That is a
climate change worth celebrating.’ He talked about
why faith is important in society, because of the
values it brings and how it strengthens people to
stand up for what is right. He ended: ‘And though our
faiths are profoundly different, yet we recognize in
one another the presence of faith itself, that habit of
the heart that listens to the music beneath the noise’.
It was a quiet event, without too much pomp and
ceremony. It was, for me, a deeply moving day, a
chance to talk to people from across faiths with whom
we share our common humanity, and our common
desire for a better world.

Christine Allen is Director of Progressio.
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