‘Jesus is King’, says Kanye West
Emma Holland
The release of an album called ‘Jesus Is King’ last month was
met with plenty of criticism, not least because of the artist responsible for it – Kanye West. But don’t we owe an album that
proclaims the kingship of Christ a fair review, rather than automatic suspicion? Emma Holland thinks there is much to gain
from adopting the position that St Ignatius advocates: ‘that every good Christian [be] more ready to put a good interpretation
on another’s statement than to condemn it as false.’
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spirituality – finding ‘God in all things’. Similarly,
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ing us that we have everything we need in God. ‘God
Is’ makes simple statements about God:

King of Kings, Lord of Lords, all the things He
has in store
From the rich to the poor, all are welcome
through the door.

With a similar tone, the final track, ‘Jesus Is Lord’ lifts
lyrics directly from Philippians 2:10-11:
Every knee shall bow
Every tongue confess
Jesus is Lord
Jesus is Lord

Given the praise-filled nature and scriptural accuracy
of these lyrics, it is difficult to take issue with them.
Yet in the song ‘Hands On’, Kanye hints that he
expected a critical backlash from Christians:
Said I'm finna do a gospel album
What have you been hearin' from the Christians?
They'll be the first one to judge me
Make it feel like nobody love me.

Arguably, it is not the lyrics themselves at the root of
the qualms held by so many Christians, but the fact
that a man whose life has generated countless column
inches, not many of which are suggestive of a living
relationship with Christ, has written them. However,
there are no few examples to encourage anyone who
might be suspicious of Kanye West’s authenticity to
reconsider their judgment.
A prominent lyrical moment of the song Selah is:
Ye should be made free
John 8:36
To whom the son set free is free indeed
He saved a wretch like me
Hallelujah.

These lyrics seem to speak to the story of Kanye’s
own conversion. Hollywood has recently seen a wave
of celebrity conversions and declarations of faith: Justin Bieber, Selena Gomez, Chris Pratt, Chance the Rapper – with Kanye West’s being the most recent and,
perhaps, most dramatic. Yet we should not automatically dismiss a conversion story because it carries a hint
of controversy, and there are plenty of reminders of
this in the bible. Zacchaeus, Matthew the tax-collector, an adulterous woman – their dramatic turnarounds would have caused many to pause and wonder at
who this Jesus was that had changed their lives; and
Saul went from zealous persecutor of Christians to devoted servant of Christ. Moreover, St Ignatius Loyola
was a nobleman until his cannonball-induced conval-

escence brought him to a place where he could look
deeply into the lives of the saints and then Christ.
Kanye hasn’t been a stranger to controversy, with
erratic and often concerning statements about
President Trump, slavery, his own desire to run for
president, and being the ‘greatest human artist of all
time’. It is also true that he is no stranger to strife.
Kanye was devastated by the sudden death of his
mother, Donda, in 2007 during a small surgery paid
for by Kanye. His wife was held at gunpoint during a
robbery in Paris in 2016, and it is also widely known
that Kanye has faced mental health difficulties
throughout his life. Is it not possible that any of these
moments could have led to a real encounter with
Christ, himself a ‘man of suffering and acquainted
with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide
their faces he was despised, and we held him of no
account’? (Isaiah 53:3; cf. Acts 8:26-40).
So while there may will be legitimate concern and
questions raised about Kanye’s erratic statements,
lifestyle or former music, there is also much to gain by
considering the words of St Paul:
Some proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry, but
others from goodwill. These proclaim Christ out
of love, knowing that I have been put here for the
defense of the gospel; the others proclaim Christ
out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but intending to increase my suffering in my imprisonment. What does it matter? Just this, that Christ
is proclaimed in every way, whether out of false
motives or true; and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I
will continue to rejoice.
(Philippians 1:15-18)

Listening to Jesus Is King with these words in mind, we
are liberated from judgment and reminded to rejoice
that Kanye West has proclaimed Christ through an
artistic and ambitious album. Therefore, we can be
joyful as we hear Kanye use his musical gifts to
present these words from God Is:
You won't ever be the same when you call on
Jesus' name
Listen to the words I'm sayin', Jesus saved me,
now I'm sane
And I know, I know God is the force that picked
me up
I know Christ is the fountain that filled my cup
I know God is alive… That’s what God is.

Emma Holland is Producer of Pray as you go.
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