Exploring Fratelli tutti:
2. Politics and the common good
James Hanvey SJ
In the second part of his interview with Jan Regner SJ about
Fratelli tutti, James Hanvey SJ reflects on the rise of populism.
In many countries today, populism is growing, and the truth is
being misused to the benefit of politicians. How can we reflect
on this from the perspective of Pope Francis’ new letter?
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actually re-balance our systems and help to
remove the fears that ideologies manufacture
and exploit. Of course, as Fratelli tutti also recognises, we need a new sort of politics and political discourse that respects its people enough
to value truth, to recognise the facts, and to
engage in rational arguments which are open to
critique and judgement in pursuit of solutions
to the urgent social, human and ecological
challenges that we face. We all know the complexities of the circumstances and the challenges
we face; we are mature enough to recognise that
there is no easy solution, but we need governments and leaders who can mobilise the generosity, creativity and gifts of the whole community if we are to create a better home for all.
I think, though, we should not dismiss
‘populism’ without first trying to understand it.
For me, it somehow contains a cry of pain and
despair, which politicians have used without
ever addressing. There is certainly an anger and
a fear of people who themselves feel left behind
and marginalised. It is one of the great gifts of
Pope Francis that he knows how to ‘listen’ – not
just at a superficial level, but to the language of
the heart and of the soul. This is a deep, open,
humble and respectful act. I wonder what our
politics would be like if we practised it first
without rushing to translate into our own categories, statistics and theories? In every protester, there is a cry and, in every vote, there is
hope. I would like to know first what these are
before rushing to either judgement or solution.
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If we are to accept the thesis of writers like John
Micklethwait and Adrian Woolridge in their
book, The Wake Up Call, the pandemic has not
only exposed the fragilities of the West, but it
heralds a shift of power to the East, especially
China and other economies in that region. We
have seen the recent ASEAN trade pact which
will account for 30% of the global economy and
have a market potential of 2.2 billion people: an
expansion, while most Western economies will
experience contraction. I think this will generate
stresses and restructuring within our countries.
That puts our democratic systems under pressure and, for this reason, if no other, we will
need to avoid ideological extremes and the false
oppositions they create. It is time to rethink not
only our discourse but what we expect from our
democracies in terms of their moral purpose
and search for the common good.

James Hanvey SJ is Secretary of the Service of the
Faith for the Society of Jesus. He was speaking to Jan
Regner SJ, Editor of Jezuité, the Czech Jesuit
cultural review, in which this interview will also be
published.
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