Christmas 2020: God is with us

Standing firm in faith
Nicholas Hanrahan
The account of the flight into Egypt, which is read to us on the
feast of the Holy Innocents on 28 December, is one that rings
all too true with the refugee friends that are accompanied by
the Jesuit Refugee Service UK. The way in which so many of
them witness to God’s presence alongside them in their
journeys makes that presence real for those with whom they
share their stories, including JRS’s Nicholas Hanrahan.
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Are you homeless now, or things are not
working out well the way you planned in
the beginning of the year, don't worry, God
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Merry Christmas!

In my time at JRS, I have been moved greatly by
the faith of our refugee friends. I have been
blessed to witness the ways that God is moving
through and with them, to talk with people
about the gift of their faith, faith that has
endured through circumstances I could only
begin to imagine. The JRS Charter states that:
‘To accompany refugees is to affirm that God is
present in human history, even in its most
tragic episodes’. In my experience of
accompanying our refugee friends such as
Margaret, it is they who have affirmed for me
that God is always with us.

Nicholas Hanrahan in the Community Outreach
Officer for the Jesuit Refugee Service UK.

This creation of space and comfort was explored in
more detail by Dr Anna Rowlands in her report, For
our welfare and not for our harm; chapter 2.5 is the
most
relevant.
https://www.jrsuk.net/for-ourwelfare-and-not-for-our-harm/
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